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Texas Democrats leaving state to stop GOP voting bill 


By PAUL J. WEBER 
Associated Press 
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Democrats in the Texas Legislature 
on Monday began bolting for Washington, D.C., and said 
they were ready to remain there for weeks in a second 
revolt against a GOP overhaul of election laws, forcing a 
dramatic new showdown over voting rights in America. 
One large group was set fo leave Austin on private planes 
before the GOP could pass a voting bill in a special leg- 
islative session ordered by Republican Gov. Greg Abbott 
that began days ago. It was not immediately clear how 
many of the 67 Democrats in the Texas House of Rep- 
resentatives planned to go, but if was expected to be 
enough to bring the Legislature to a halt. 
"This is a Now-or-never for our democracy. We are holding 
the line in Texas," said Democratic state Rep. Trey Mar- 
tinez Fischer. "We've left our jobs, we've left our families, 
we've left our homes. Because there is nothing more im- 
portant than voting rights in America." 
By leaving, Democrats would again deny the GOP moa- 
jority a quorum to pass bills, barely a month after their 
walkout thwarted the first push for sweeping new voting 
restrictions in Texas, including outlawing 24-hour polling 
places, banning ballot drop boxes and empowering par- 
tisan poll watchers. 
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This June 1, 2021, file photo shows the State Capitol in Austin, Texas. 
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Texas Democrats leaving state to stop GOP voting bill 


Continued form Front 


The decision to hole up in 
Washington is dimed at 
ratcheting Up pressure in 
the nation's capital on Pres- 
ident Joe Biden and Con- 
gress to act on voting at 
the federal level. Biden is 
due to deliver a major ad- 
dress on the issue Tuesday 
in Philadelphia, after facing 
growing criticism for taking 
what some of the left call 
too passive a role in the 
fight. 

It would mark the first time 
since 2003 that Texas Dem- 
ocrats, shut out of Power In 
the state Capitol for dec- 
ades, have crossed state 
lines to break quorum. 

The drastic move lays bare 
how Democrats are mak- 
ing America's biggest red 
state their last stand against 
the GOP's rush to enact 
new voting restrictions in re- 
soonse to former President 
Donald Trump's false claims 
that the 2020 election was 
stolen. More than a doz- 
en states this year have 
already passed tougher 
election laws — but only in 
Texas have Democrats put 
Up this kind of fight. 

Neither Abbott nor Repub- 
lican House Speaker Dade 
Phelan offered public re- 
action in the hours since 
word of the trip leaked out 
Monday, and their offices 
did not immediately return 
messages seeking com- 
ment. 

Over the weekend, Texas 
Republicans began ad- 
vancing measures that also 
bring back provisions to 
ban drive-thru voting, add 
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In this May 31, 2021, file photo, Texas state Rep. Jessica Gonzalez speaks during a news conference 
in Austin, Texas, after House Democrats pulled off a dramatic, last-ditch walkout and blocked one 
of the most restrictive voting bills in the U.S. from passing before a midnight deadline. 


new voter ID requirements 
to absentee ballots and 
prohibit local elections offi- 
cials from proactively send- 
ing mail-in ballot applica- 
tions to voters. Abbott also 
gave lawmakers a lengthy 
to-do list this summer heavy 
on hot-button conservative 
issues, including restrictions 
over how race is taught in 
schools and banning trans- 
gender athletes from play- 
ing In girls' sports. 

The agenda is widely op- 
posed by Democrats. A first 
key vote on the new voting 
measures had been ex- 
pected this week, hasten- 
ing their scramble to leave 
TOwn. 

The move carries risks and 
no guarantee of victory in 
the long run. 


Abbott, who is up for ree- 
lection in 2022 and has de- 
manded new election laws 
in Texas, could keep calling 
30-day special sessions un- 
til a bill is passed. He also 
punished Democrats after 
their May walkout by veto- 
ing paychecks for roughly 
2,000 Capitol employees, 
which will begin taking ef- 
fect in September unless 
the Legislature is in session 
to restore the funding. 

Staying away for an ex- 
tended time could also 
carry repercussions in next 
year's midterm. elections, 
although many Texas Dem- 
ocrats are already expect- 
ing a difficult cycle in 2022, 
particularly with Republi- 
cans set to begin drawing 
new voting maps this fall 


Associated Press 


that could cement their 
majorities. 

But for weeks, Democrats 
have signaled they were 
ready to draw a line. Add- 
ing to their anger: A Houston 
man who gained attention 
last year after waiting more 
than six hours to cast a bal- 
lot was arrested on illegal 
voting charges, and put in 
jail one day before the spe- 
cial session began Thurs- 
day. Attorneys for Hervis 
Rogers say the 62-year-old 
did not know that his being 
on parole for a felony bur- 
glary conviction meant he 
wasnt allowed fo vote. 
How Republicans respond 
next will be a major test of 
their resolve. 

Phelan told Austin. televi- 
sion station KXAN last week 


that "all options are on the 
table" if Democrats revolt 
a second time but did not 
elaborate. When Demo- 
crats last fled the state two 
decades ago — in a failed 
attempt to stop new GOP- 
drawn voting maps — state 
troopers were deployed to 
bring them back. 

State Sen. Bryan Hughes, 
the author of both GOP 
attempts to pass election 
changes in Texas, said over 
the weekend that the legis- 
lation had become "bitterly 
partisan." He defended the 
new version, which leaves 
out contentious attempts 
to ban Sunday morning 
early voting and make it 
easier for judges fo over- 
turn an election. 

"Your ballot is sacrosanct," 
Hughes said while introduc- 
ing a bill Saturday. "Every- 
thing else in the election 
process should be bathed 
In sunshine." 

Last week, Vice President 
Kamala Harris announced 
$25 million in new spending 
by the Democratic Nation- 
al Committee on actions 
to protect voting access 
ahead of the 2022 midterm 
elections. 

Biden and his team are 
stressing Ongoing legal ef- 
forts to safeguard voting 
rights. They've also prom- 
ised a major legislative push 
after Senate Republicans 
blocked a sweeping elec- 
tion overhaul last month. 
The president has told re- 
oorters he plans on “soeadk- 
ing extensively" on voting 
rights and that he would be 
"going on the road on this 
issue.) 








In this Monday, May 24, 2021 file photo, Tedros Adhanom 


Ghebreyesus, Director General of the World Health Organization 
(WHO), speaks during a bilateral meeting with Swiss Interior and 
Health Minister Alain Berset before signing a BioHub Initiative 
with a global COVID-19 Pathogen repository in Spiez laboratory 
on the sideline of the opening of the 74th World Health Assembly, 
WHA, at the WHO headquarters, in Geneva, Switzerland. 
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UN calls for global database of human 
gene editing research 


LONDON (AP) — The World 
Health Organization issued 
new recommendations 
Monday on human ge- 
nome editing, calling for a 
global registry to track “any 
form of genetic manipula- 
tion" and proposing a whis- 
tle-blowing mechanism to 
raise concerns about un- 
ethical or unsafe research. 
The U.N. health agency 
commissioned an expert 
group in late 2018 following 
a dramatic announcement 


from Chinese scientist He Ji- 
ankui that he had created 
the world's first gene-edited 
babies. "In the field of stem 
cell research, unscrupulous 
entrepreneurs and clinics 
have deliberately misused 
clinical trial registries by 
registering procedures they 
plan to undertake as if they 
were properly sanctioned 
clinical trials," the group 
said, calling for WHO to en- 
sure that all genetic editing 
research registered in their 


database are reviewed 
and approved by an ethics 
committee. 

When Chinese scientist He 
announced he had altered 
the DNA of twin babies to 
orevent them from catch- 
ing HIV, he said the univer- 
sity where he worked was 
not aware and that he had 
funded the work himself. 
He was later sentenced to 
three years in jail for con- 
ducting “illegal medical 
practices.) 
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Records: lowa troopers going to border at ‘no cost to Texas’ 


By RYAN J. FOLEY and DA- 
VID PITT 

Associated Press 

IOWA CITY, lowa (AP) — 
Agreements released Mon- 
day show lowad is donating 
the use of state troopers 
and their equipment at “no 
cost to Texas” to fight crime 
along the U.S. border with 
Mexico, but a sookesman 
for lowa Gov. Kim Reynolds 
said there still is a chance 
Texas could later reimburse 
some costs. 

The agreements show lowa 
troopers, members of an 
lowa State Patrol tactical 
team that responds to high- 
risk situations, command 
staff and an investigator will 
be part of the deployment. 
The total number is redact- 
ed from the documents, 
but lowa officials have said 
previously they expect to 
send 25 to 30 officers from 
the lowa Department of 
Public Safety for a two- 
week mission this month. 
Texas and Arizona asked 
other states to “absorb the 
associated costs with this 
mission” for the good of the 
country, according to the 
resource support agree- 
ments. “lowa is donating 
this resource,” according 
to the agreements, signed 
by the director of lowa 
Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management 
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In a June 10, 2021 file photo, lowa Gov. Kim Reynolds speaks with community leaders during a 


visit in Oskaloosa, lowa. 


on July 2 and released by 
the department Monday 
Under the open records 
law. Pat Garrett, a spookes- 
man for Reynolds, said the 
agreements don’t nec- 
essarily mean that Texas 
won't eventually pay lowa 
for part of the costs, saying 
“nothing is final until we re- 
ally end the mission.” 

“Obviously, Texas and Ari- 
zona had an immediate 
need so we wanted to 
make sure we were an- 
swering it,” he said. “Again, 


we won't have final pay- 
ment details until all of this 
is over.” 

Garrett said the state has 
ruled out the use of private 
donations. 

lowa Department of Public 
Safety sookeswoman Deb- 
bie McClung said Mon- 
day that discussions about 
“payment structures are 
ongoing.” 

The total cost of the mission 
is unknown. 

Reynolds, gd Republican, an- 
nounced the deployment 


Associated Press 


last month, responding to 
requests for assistance from 
the GOP governors of Texas 
and Arizona through the in- 
terstate Emergency Man- 
agement Assistance Com- 
pact. She said that lowa 
“has no choice but to act” 
to helo secure the border, 
citing drugs, human. traf- 
ficking and violent crime 
that affect all 50 states. 

It's believed to be the first 
time lowa state police offi- 
cers have been sent on an 
out-of-state mission since 


lowa joined the compact 
In the 1990s. Several oth- 
er Republican governors 
have pledged to send law 
enforcement in response 
to the requests, including 
those in Florida, Nebraska, 
Idaho and Ohio. 

The interstate compact 
says states resoonding to 
disasters are to be reim- 
bursed for their services 
and equioment by states 
receiving aid, but that 
states can establish sepa- 
rate agreements regarding 
costs. 

lowa’s agreements do not 
mention any potential cost 
recovery from Texas. The 
Texas emergency manage- 
ment official who signed 
them July 2 wrote in on 
each agreement, “no cost 
to Texas,” reiterating similar 
language in their text. 
South Dakota Gov. Kristi 
Noem has said she would 
use a $1 million donation 
from a Republican donor 
to send National Guard 
troops. In a speech to a 
conservative audience 
Sunday, she criticized gov- 
ernors who sent officers to 
the border, saying it was 
irresoonsible “to — short- 
change law enforcement.” 
“They're needed at home,” 
she said, adding that Na- 
tional Guard units were bet- 
ter trained for the mission. 





U.S. cites China, Myanmar, Ethiopia in genocide report 





By MATTHEW LEE 

AP Diplomatic Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The Biden 
administration on Monday re- 
newed genocide allegations 
against China for repression of 
Uyghur Muslims and other minori- 
ties In its northwest Xinjiang region. 
It also warned Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
Myanmar and South Sudan of 
possible further sanctions for eth- 
nic cleansing in conflicts they are 
involved in.The administration sent 
the messages in the release of the 
State Department's annual report 
to Congress on genocide and 
atrocities prevention, which calls 
for the federal government to 
outline steps It is taking to prevent 
and halt such actions abroad. 
“This administration will defend 
and protect human rights around 
the world, and recognizes the 
orevention of atrocities is a core 


national security interest and a 
core moral responsibility,” it said. 

The report said the U.S. continues 
to believe that China’s actions 
against the Uyghurs constitutes a 
“genocide.” That finding was first 
announced by former President 
Donald Trump’s administration, as 
was a determination that Myan- 
mar was engaged in “ethnic 
cleansing” against Rohyinga Mus- 
lims in its northern Rakhine state. 

The report noted that Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken has several 
times reaffirmed the previous ad- 
ministration’s claim that “the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China is commit- 
ting genocide and crimes against 
humanity against Uyghurs, who 
are predominantly Muslim, and 
members of other ethnic and re- 
ligious minority groups in Xinjiang.” 
Those crimes include imprison- 
ment, torture, enforced steriliza- 


tion, and persecution, the report 
said. If added that President Joe 
Biden’s administration has _ fol- 
lowed through and expanded 
on Trump-era sanctions for the al- 
leged atrocities. 

The report said Myanmar, also 
known as Burma, remains at par- 
ticular risk for genocide. It said 
the U.S. would continue to co- 
ordinate with allies and partners 
to press the military government 
there to halt all repression, includ- 
ing crackdowns on dissent that 
followed a coup in February, as 
well as the violence against the 
Rohingya. The report also took Er- 
itrea and Ethiopia to task for eth- 
nic cleansing in their crackdown 
on dissent in Ethiopia's western Ti- 
gray region. Blinken in March told 
Congress that the actions there 
amounted to “ethnic cleansing.” 
The administration has since de- 


manded a full withdrawal of Er- 
itrean forces from Tigray and has 
imposed travel bans on certain 
officials. Elsewhere in Africa, the 
report cited deteriorating condi- 
tions in South Sudan, where it said 
the government “has perpetrat- 
ed extrajudicial killings including 
ethnic-based killings of civilians, 
widespread sexual violence, and 
use of food as a weapon of war.” 
“Those responsible for Numan 
rights violations in South Sudan 
must be held to account,” If said. 
The report said the Biden adminis- 
tration would continue to support 
efforts to bring Islamic State mill 
tants to justice for atrocities com- 
mitted against religious minorities 
in lrag and Syria. It also reiterated 
the U.S. commitment to holding 
Syrian President Bashar Assad and 
his government to account for 
abuses.L] 
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N.J. educator in trans rant beer-toss 
case sues for defamation 


By WAYNE PARRY 

Associated Press 

GALLOWAY, N.J. (AP) — A 
New Jersey middle school 
vice principal who was 
filmed tossing a cup of 
beer at people who had 
been recording his wife’s 
rant against an apparent 
transgender woman's use 
of a public restroom is su- 
ing them for defamation, 
asserting he never said a 
word about transgender 
issues. Michael Smurro, a 
vice principal at Neptune 
Middle School who_ has 
been on leave without pay 
since shortly after the April 
incident at an outdoor res- 
taurant in Galloway Town- 
shio, has filed a civil suit 
against four people who 
are suing him and his wife 
over the incident. 

IN his countersuit, Smurro 
accuses Carolyn DiPietro, 
Christooher Benino, and 
Robert and Debra Harris of 
defamation, and false light 
invasion of privacy, claim- 
ing in the latter charge that 
the defendants made pub- 
lic statements accusing him 


of something he did not do. 
“Defendant Michael Smur- 
ro himself never uttered 
a word to the plaintiffs or 
anyone that disparaged 
transgendered individu- 
als, or in fact any individu- 
als,” his attorney Alexander 
Schachtel wrote in court 
papers filed earlier this 
month. “Plaintiffs repeat- 
edly alleged, stated, or im- 
plied that (Michael Smurro) 
had made a transphobic 
speech or rant, or had lev- 
eled bigoted comments 
towards themselves, when 
(he) had never actually 
stated or uttered any such 
thing.”"The attorney also 
wrote in court papers that 
the identity of the person 
who used the restroom has 
never been determined 
“and it also remains un- 
known if that person was 
in fact transgendered or 
was instead a man who 
had decided, for what- 
ever reason, to use the la- 
dies’ room.”’Schachfel told 
The Associated Press on 
Monday that the civil suit 
against Smurro is ground- 


less because the people 
who filed it did not suffer 
any harm. 

“Michael is being sued be- 
cause his wife made com- 
ments that offended the 
sensibilities of the plaintiffs,” 
Schachtel said. “Michael 
and Lisa Smurro have the 
right to their opinions and 
the right to voice them in 
public, even if some may 
find them disagreeable. 
No one should have their 
livelinood threatened for 
expressing an opinion. 
When this story went viral, 
Michael and Lisa Smurro 
were viciously attacked 
and defamed on social 
media. There was much 
outrage and little search 
for the truth. We hope to 
set the story straight.” David 
Shanies, the lawyer for 
those suing Smurro, replied, 
“Some people, when they 
find themselves in a hole, 
climb out of it. Other peo- 
ple continue to dig deeper 
and deeper. Anybody who 
watches the videos and 
hears (Lisa Smurro) scream 
‘She’s a man! She’s a man!’ 
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In this April 24 2021, file photo, Lisa and Mike Smurro pose for a 
photo at the annual Renaissance Faire, in Smithville, N.J. 
Associated Press 


can make their own judg- 
ment about whether she’s 
talking about seeing some- 
one she thought was a 
man as opposed fo a trans- 
gender woman.” 

The Smurros and people 
who say they were hit with 
beer from his cup when he 
threw it in their direction 
have filed criminal com- 
plaints in municipal court 
alleging harassment. That 
case Is pending. 

The footage from the out- 
door restaurant shows Lisa 
Smurro complaining at 
length about a person she 
apparently believed was a 
transgender woman using 


the women’s bathroom. 
New Jersey law prohibits 
discrimination based on 
gender identify and per- 
mits people to use public 
restrooms that correspond 
to their gender identity. 
The footage shows that 
when the couple became 
aware someone was 
filming, they got up and 
walked over. Lisa Smurro 
continued to complain 
and a woman at the table 
replied: “Please take your 
hate elsewhere.” 

Michael Smurro then tossed 
the contents of a cup of 
beer at occupants of the 
table. ) 


Death toll at Miami-area condo collapse site climbs to 94 


By BOBBY CAINA CALVAN 
Associated Press 

MIAMI (AP) — The death 
toll in the Miami-area 
condominium collapse 
climbed to 94 Monday as 


officials planned to step up | 


security at the site to make 
sure the personal posses- 
sions of the victims are pre- 
served for their families. 

Miami-Dade County May- 
or Daniella Levine Cava 
said 22 people remain un- 
accounted for in the June 
24 collapse of Champlain 
Towers South, an oceans- 
ide condo building in Surf- 
side. Levine Cava said 83 
of the victims have been 
identified but “the process 
of making identifications 
has been made more dif- 
ficult as time goes on.” 

Surfside Mayor Charles Bur- 
kett said officials have de- 
cided to increase security 
around the debris pile to 
ensure that the site is pre- 
served. Only authorized 





Flowers and messages of love adorn a wooden heart marked 
with the name Francis Fernandez, alongside a memorial wall for 
the victims of the Champlain Towers South building collapse, on 
Monday, July 12, 2021, in Surfside, Fla. 


personnel will be allowed. 
“It’s obvious that this has 
become much more than 
a collapsed building site,” 
Burkett said. “It has be- 
come a holy site.” 

Miami-Dade Police De- 
partment Director Alfredo 
Ramirez Ill said there has 
been “no criminality” at 


Associated Press 


the site, but officials want 
to make sure the area Is 
secure so crews can con- 
tinue to preserve personal 
items found in the rubble. 

“As families are being no- 
tified about their family 
members, the ask is always 
about property. People 
want some sort of connec- 


tion to their family member, 
so It’s very important that 
our process that we have 
in place continues to flow 
Uninterrupted,” Ramirez 
said during a morning 
news conference. 

“It’s just part of the process. 
This is along, painful, hurtful 
process,” he said. 

Burkett said work crews 
recently found a business 
card for an artist and then 
found several paintings 
they carefully pulled out of 
the debris pile to preserve 
for family members. 

Levine Cava also ad- 
dressed the announce- 
ment Sunday that a vaccli- 
nated Miami-Dade county 
commissioner who heloed 
other local officials in Surf- 
side has tested positive for 
COVID-19. 

The news release from Mi- 
ami-Dade County Com- 
mission Chairman Jose 
“Pepe” Diaz said he and 
his chief of staff, Isidoro 


Lopez, who also received 
Qa vaccine against COV- 
ID-19, came down with flu- 
like symptoms earlier in the 
day and later tested posi- 
tive for the virus. 

Levine Cava said officials 
who were in close proxim- 
ity fo Diaz and Lopez have 
been tested and all have 
come back negative. 
Levine Cava and other of- 
ficials who spoke at Mon- 
day's news conference 
did not wear face masks. 
Diaz had participated in 
news conferences and 
meetings with other offi- 
cials in Surfside, the Miami 
Herald reported. 
“Breakthrough” infections 
fully vaccinated individuals 
who contract the corona- 
virus do happen, although 
they are very rare. An As- 
sociated Press analysis of 
government data in May 
showed only about 1% of 
such cases resulted in hos- 
pitalization or death. LL) 
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By KATHY GANNON 
Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 
The top U.S. commander 
in Afghanistan relinquished 
his position at a ceremo- 
ny in the capital Kabul on 
Monday, taking the Unit- 
ed States a step closer to 
ending its 20-year war. The 
move came as Taliban in- 
surgents continue to gain 
territory across the country. 
Another four-star general 
will assume authority from 
his U.S.-based post to con- 
duct possible airstrikes in 
defense of Afghan govern- 
ment forces, at least until 
the U.S. withdrawal con- 
cludes by Aug. 31. 

Gen. Scott Miller served as 
America’s too commander 
in Afghanistan since 2018. 
He handed over com- 
mand of what has become 
known as America’s “forev- 
er war” in its waning days to 
Marine Gen. Frank McKen- 
zie, the head of U.S. Cen- 
tral Command. McKenzie 
will operate from Central 
Command headquarters in 
Tampa, Florida. 

During the handover, MckK- 
enzie credited Miller with 
getting U.S. troops home 
safely and moving out mil- 
lions of tons of equipment. 
That has rankled some Af- 
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U.S. Army Gen. Scott Miller, the top U.S. commander in Afghanistan, speaks at a ceremony where 


he relinquished his command, at Resolute Support headquarters, in Kabul, Afghanistan, Monday, 


July 12, 2021. 


ghan security officials who 
complained that equip- 
ment that could have 
been left for Afghanistan's 
security forces was taken. 

Afghanistan's National Se- 
curity Adviser Hamdullah 
Mohib, who attended the 
handover, said the U.S. and 
NATO withdrawal has left a 
vacuum that resulted in Af- 
ghanistan’s national secu- 


rity forces stranded on the 
battlefield without supplies, 
sometimes running out of 
food and ammunition. 

In comments after the cer- 
emony, Mohib said the 
greatest impact of the 
withdrawal is a lack of air- 
craft to resupply troops. 
Currently, the government 
is regrouping to retake stra- 
tegic areas and defend its 


Associated Press 


cities against Taliban ad- 
VaNnces. 

The handover took place 
in the heavily fortified Reso- 
lute SUpport headquarters 
in the heart of Kabul at a 
time of rapid territorial gains 
by Taliban insurgents across 
Afghanistan. 

Abdullah Abdullah, chief 
of Afghanistan’s National 
Council for Reconciliation, 


was in attendance. He dis- 
missed suggestions the Tal- 
iban could stage a military 
takeover. 

“lm worried, of course, 
when the Taliban are push- 
ing for a military solution, 
that’s a cause of concern 
... but they cannot impose 
their will Uoon the nation 
militarily,” he said. 

Last month, Abdullah trav- 
eled with President Ashraf 
Ghani to Washington, 
where President Joe Biden 
assured the leaders the 
U.S. would continue its hu- 
manitarian support. While 
he said there would no lon- 
ger be military boots on the 
ground, the U.S. was not 
abandoning the country’s 
security needs. 

In a flag-passing ceremo- 
ny, Miller remembered the 
U.S. and NATO troops killed 
in the nearly 20-year war as 
well as the thousands of Af- 
ghans who lost their lives. 
The outgoing commander 
said he has told Taliban offi- 
cials “it’s important that the 
military sides set the con- 
ditions for a peaceful and 
political setthement in Af- 
ghanistan. ... But we know 
that with that violence, it 
would be very difficult to 
achieve a political settle- 
ment.” LJ 


U.S.-Russia say climate talks a springboard to ease fensions 


MOSCOW (AP) — US. cli- 
mate envoy John Kerry 
and Russian Foreign Min- 
ister Sergey Lavrov ex- 
oressed hope on Monday 
that climate change talks 
could act as a springboard 
to help reduce escalating 
tensions between the two 
rivals nations. 

Kerry met Lavrov as part of 
his four-day visit to Moscow 
as tensions continue to 
complicate the two coun- 
tries’ bilateral relations. 
Kerry is the highest-ranking 
official from President Joe 
Biden's administration to 
visit Russia so far. 

Lavrov said that Russia “at- 
taches great importance” 
to the issues of climate 
change and will continue 
to cooperate with other 
nations on these issues. 
Russia's top diplomat said 
Kerry’s Moscow visit sends 


“an important and a posi- 
tive signal for develop- 
ment of our bilateral rela- 
tions, for alleviating the 
tension, and establishing 
substantive and profes- 
sional work in the areas 
where we can find a com- 
mon denominator.” 

Kerry said he believed 
there was “space” for Rus- 
sia and the U.S. “to col- 
laborate on this (climate 
change issues) and per- 
haps to be able to open 
Up some better opportuni- 
ties on other issues, as we 
do cooperate on this.” 
The U.S. official said cli- 
mate change Is as impor- 
tant a challenge as any 
the two men had negoti- 
ated in the past such as 
nuclear weapons. 

“We spent years, you and 
negotiating ON worse. 
We negotiated on chemi- 


— 
~ 


cal weapons, we negoti- 
ated on nuclear weapons. 
| would say to you without 
any reservation, this is ab- 
solutely as critical, as com- 
pelling, as urgent an issue, 
as any of those others,” 
Kerry said. 

The U.S. follows China as 
global leaders in climate- 


damaging emissions 
of coal and petroleum 
fumes. But Russia, the 


world’s No. 4 because of 
its dependence on coal 
for power generation, Is 
an outsize contributor to 
climate change relative 
to the size of its economy 
and population. 

Kerry, former Secretary of 
State in the Obama ad- 
ministration, is @encourag- 
ing other governments to 
commit to tough targets 
to cut emissions ahead of 
a U.N. global climate sum- 





Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, left, welcomes U.S. 
climate envoy John Kerry for the talks during their meeting in 
Moscow, Russia, Monday, July 12, 2021. 


mit later this year. 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin took part by video 
in Biden's April climate 
summit. But the Russian 
leader's government has 
set only unambitious goals 
for cutting emissions as the 
waste from burning fossil 
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fuels heats up the planet. 

Kerry’s trip comes as the 
two nations spar over ran- 
somware attacks blamed 
on gangs linked to Russia, 
putting Biden under do- 
mestic pressure to punish 
Russia over the hacking. L) 
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U.S. expert: Images show Chinese ship waste endangering reefs 


By JIM GOMEZ 

Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— Swarms of Chinese ves- 
sels have dumped human 
waste and wastewater for 
years In a disouted area of 
the South China Sea, caus- 
ing algae blooms that have 
damaged coral reefs and 
threatened fish in an un- 
folding catastrophe, a U.S.- 
based expert said Monday. 
Satellite images over the 
last five years show how hu- 
man waste, sewage and 
wastewater have dcCcu- 
mulated and caused al- 
gae in a cluster of reefs in 
the Spratlys region where 
hundreds of Chinese fish- 
ing ships have anchored in 
batches, said Liz Derr, who 
heads Simularity Inc., a soft- 
ware company creating 
artificial intelligence tech- 
nologies for satellite imag- 
ery analysis. 

At least 236 ships were spot- 
ted in the atoll, internation- 
ally known as Union Banks, 
on June 17 alone, she said 
at a Philippine online news 
forum on China's actions in 
the South China Sea, which 
Beijing has claimed virtually 
in its entirety. 

“When the ships don't 
move, the poop piles up,” 
Derr said. 

“The hundreds of ships that 
are anchored in the Sprat- 
lys are dumping raw sew- 
age onto the reefs they are 
OccuUpYINg.” 


Chinese officials did not im- 
mediately react to Derr’s 
assessment of the environ- 





by Philippine authorities be- 


fore a decision on whether 


to lodge a protest against 


In this March 7, 2021 handout photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard/National Task Force- 


attack on the Philippines 
might activate a mutual 
defense treaty. 
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West Philippine Sea, some of the 220 Chinese vessels are seen moored at Whitsun Reef, South 


China Sea. 


mental damage, but have 
said in the past that they 
have taken steps to protect 
the fisheries stock and the 
environment in the South 
China Sea. 

Aside from the Chinese, 
Vietnamese forces have 
also occupied some coral 
outcrops in Union Banks, 
which is also claimed by 
the Philippines, although it 
has no presence in the vast 
atoll. 

Department of Foreign Af- 
fairs Assistant Secretary Ed- 
vardo Menez in Manila said 
the findings would have to 
be assessed and validated 


China could be made. 
“This is a catastrophe of 
epic proportions and we 
are close to the point of no 
return,” Derr said. 

She warned that schools 
of fish, including migratory 
tuna, breed in the reefs 
that are being damaged 
and could cause fish stocks 
to considerably decline in 
an offshore area that is a 
key regional food source. 
Separately, China's milli 
tary said it chased a US. 
warship out of another dis- 
puted area of the South 
China Sea on Monday af- 
ter Washington warned an 


Dutch leader says easing 
lockdown was ‘error of judgment’ 


THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — The Dutch leader 
apologized Monday for 
what he called “an error 
of judgment” in relaxing 
the Netherlands’ coronavi- 
rus lockdown, a move that 
has led to a sharp surge in 
infections. 

Caretaker Prime Minister 
Mark Ruite's government 
scrapped most remaining 
restrictions just over three 
weeks ago amid declining 
infection numbers and hos- 
pital admissions. The easing 
meant that, among other 
public spaces, nightclubs 
and discotheques were al- 


lowed to reopen for the first 
time in more than a year. 
On the first weekend after 
the relaxation, thousands 
of mainly young people 
flocked to clubs in towns 
and cities across the coun- 
try. Since then, infections 
have skyrocketed. Rutte 
was forced to backtrack 
and on Friday reintro- 
duced some measures fo 
rein in the virus’ soread. 

On Saturday, the country’s 
public health institute re- 
ported more than 10,000 
new COVID-19 cases, the 
highest number of positive 
tests since late December. 


“An error of judgment was 
made, we are sorry about 
that,” Rutte told reporters 
In The Hague. 

Caretaker Health Minister 
Hugo de Jonge said the 
relaxation combined with 
a lack of social distancing 
and the delta variant “has 
had, of course, an accel- 
erating effect. You can 
Unfortunately see that with 
hindsight.” 

The Netherlands is not 
alone in facing soaring in- 
fections. Countries across 
Europe are scrambling to 
accelerate coronavirus 
vaccinations in the hope 
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Beijing affirmed its claims 
to portions of the sea that 
also are claimed by South- 
east Asia governments. It 
rejected the Biden adminis- 
tration’s declaration of sup- 
port Sunday for an 2016 in- 
ternational tribunal ruling in 
favor of the Philippines that 
threw out most of them. 
China is increasingly asser- 
tive about pressing its ter- 
ritorial claims, which are 
fueling tension with neigh- 
bors including Japan, In- 
dia, Vietnam and the Phil- 
lppines. 
China's People’s  Libera- 
tion Army said if sent ships 
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and planes after the U.S.S. 
Benfold entered waters 
claimed by Beijing around 
the Paracel Islands. 

In March, Philippine author- 
ities sootted more than 200 
Chinese fishing vessels at 
Whitsun Reef, in the north- 
eastern periphery of Union 
Banks, and demanded that 
China withdraw them from 
the area. China ignored 
the demand for weeks, 
while continuing to assert 
the reef is its own territory. 
The Philippines argued that 
Whitsun Reef lies well with- 
in. an_ internationally rec- 
ognized stretch of waters 
where it has exclusive rights 
to exploit fisheries, oil, gas 
and other sea resources. 
It cited the international 
tribunal’s 2016 ruling that 
invalidated China’s” vast 
claims to the waterway 
on historical grounds and 
Unanimously upheld the 
Philiopines’ sovereign rights 
to the so-called exclusive 
economic zone. 

A few hundred protesters 
held a noisy rally Monday 
in front of the Chinese Con- 
sulate in Manila to mark the 
fifth anniversary of the rul- 
ing, which China ignored 
and continues to defy. 

The protesters lashed out at 
President Rodrigo Duterte, 
who has nurtured closer 
ties with Beijing, for refusing 
to aggressively demand 
that China comply with the 
landmark ruling.LJ 
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Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte arrives for an EU summit at the 
European Council building in Brussels, Thursday, June 24, 2021. 


of outpacing the spread of 
the more infectious delta 
variant. 

More than 46% of the Neth- 
erlands’ adult population Is 
fully vaccinated and more 
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than 77% of adults have 
had at least one shot. 
Health authorities say they 


will administer first or sec- 


ond shots to more than 1.3 
million people this week. ) 
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Police patrol Havana in large numbers affer demonstrations 
=e 


By ANDREA RODRIGUEZ 
Associated Press 

HAVANA (AP) — Large 
contingents of Cuban po- 
lice patrolled the capital 
of Havana on Monday fol- 
lowing protests around the 
iskand nation against food 
shortages and high prices 
amid the coronavirus cri- 
sis. Cuba's president said 
the demonstrations were 
stirred up on social media 
by Cuban-Americans in the 
United States. 

Many young people took 
part in the SUnday protests 
in Havana, which disrupted 
traffic until police moved 
in after several hours and 
broke up the march when 
a few protesters threw 
rocks. That demonstration 
and others in communities 
around the tightly con- 
trolled country were one 
of the biggest displays of 
antigovernment sentiment 
in decades, and authori- 
ties appeared determined 
to put a stop to it. Internet 
service was also. spotty, 
possibly indicating an ef- 
fort to prevent protest- 
ers from communicating 
with each other. ‘'We've 
seen how the campaign 
against Cuba was growing 
on social media in the last 
weeks,’’ President Miguel 
Diaz-Canel said Monday in 
a nationally televised ap- 
pearance in which his en- 
tire Cabinet was also pres- 
ent. 

‘That's the way it’s done: 
Try to create inconformity, 
dissatisfaction by manipu- 
lating emotions and feel- 
ings,’’ Diaz-Canel said. 

In a statement, U.S. Presi- 
dent Joe Biden said Cuban 
protesters were asserting 
their basic rights. 

‘We stand with the Cuban 
people and their clarion 
call for freedom and re- 
lief from the tragic grip of 
the pandemic and from 
the decades of repression 
and economic suffering to 





Police stand guard near the National Capitol building in Havana, Cuba, Monday, July 12, 2021, 
the day after protests against food shortages and high prices amid the coronavirus crisis. 


which they have been sub- 
jected by Cuba's authori- 
tarian regime,’’ Biden said. 
The U.S. urges the Cuban 
government fo serve their 
people ‘rather than en- 
riching themselves,’’ Biden 
said. 

In the Havana protest, po- 
lice initially trailed behind 
as protesters chanted, 
“Freedom!” “Enough!” and 
“Unite!” One motorcyclist 
pulled out a U.S. flag, but it 
was snatched from him by 
others. 

“We are fed up with the 
queues, the — shortages. 
That's why I’m here,” one 
middle-age protester told 
The Associated Press. He 
declined to identify himself 
for fear of being arrested 
later. 

Later, about 300 pro-gov- 
ernment protesters arrived 
with a large Cuban flag, 
shouting slogans in favor of 
the late President Fidel Cas- 
tro and the Cuban revolu- 
tion. Some assaulted an AP 
videojournalist, § smashing 
his camera. AP photojour- 
nalist Ramon Espinosa was 
then beaten by a group of 


police officers in uniforms 
and civilian clothes; he suf- 
fered a broken nose and 
an eye Injury. 

Cuba is going through its 
worst economic. crisis in 
decades, along with a re- 
surgence of coronavirus 
cases, as It suffers the con- 
sequences of U.S. sanctions 
imposed by the’ former 
President Donald Trump's 
administration. 

An official in the Biden ad- 
ministration tweeted sup- 
port for Sunday's demon- 
strations. 

“Peaceful protests are 
growing in #Cuba as the 
Cuban people exercise 
their right to peaceful as- 
sembly to express concern 
about rising COVID cases/ 
deaths & medicine short- 
ages. We commend the 
numerous efforts of the 
Cuban people mobilizing 
donations to help neigh- 
bors in need,” tweeted Ju- 
lie Chung, acting assistant 
secretary of state for West- 
ern Hemisphere affairs. 
Cuba's director general 
for U.S. affairs, Carlos F. de 
Cossio, dismissed her re- 
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marks in his own tweet: “US 
State Department and its 
officials, involved to their 
necks in promoting social 
and political instability in 
#Cuba, should avoid ex- 
pressing hypocritical con- 
cern for a situation they 
have been betting on. 
Cuba is and will continue 
to be a peaceful country, 
contrary to the US.” 

The demonstration grew to 
a few thousand in the vi- 
cinity of Galeano Avenue 
and the marchers pressed 
on despite a few charges 
by police officers and tear 
gas barrages. 

People standing on many 
balconies along the cen- 
tral artery in the Centro 
Habana neighborhood 
applauded the protesters 
passing by. Others joined in 
the march. LL} 
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Exemption on COVID-19 testing requirement for US Visitors 


ORANJESTAD — In its ongo- 
ing efforts to make travel to 
One happy island as con- 
venient and safe as possi- 
ble, and as part of the Trav- 
eler Health Requirements, 
the Aruban government is 
happy to announce that, as 
of July 14th, 2021, some U.S. 
residents who are fully vac- 
cinated for COVID-19 may 
be exempt from the CO- 
VID-19 testing requirement 
for entry to Aruba. 


The Aruban government 
will still require that the 
oroof of vaccination meet 
the requirements as part 
of the Aruba online Em- 
barkation/Disembarkation 
(ED Card) process. While 
the program is being intro- 
duced for eligible travelers, 
other travelers who may 
not be eligible will still need 
to provide a negative CO- 
VID-19 test prior fo entry to 
Aruba. 

To determine If you may be 
eligible, please read the 
information provided in de- 
tail and review the steps re- 
quired. Note: all protocols 
are subject to change at 
the discretion of the Arvu- 


check back frequently for 
Updates. 


Who is eligible? 

At this time, U.S. residents 

are able to travel to Aruba 

without providing proof of 

a negative COVID-19 test if 

they meet all of the follow- 

ing requirements: 

¢ Have been vaccinated 
with an FDA or EMA 
authorized COVID-19 
vaccine in the U.S. At 
this moment, these 
are Pfizer / BioNTech 
(Comirnaty), Moderna 
(Spikevax), AstraZen- 
eca (Vaxzevria) and 
Johnson & Johnson 
(Janssen). 

e Are fully vaccinated 
for COVID-19: Either 
receiving both doses 
for 2-dose vaccines (a 
single dose for 1-dose 
vaccines). 

° 14 days must have 
passed since they re- 
ceived their last CO- 
VID-19 vaccine before 
traveling. 

¢ Have a SMART® Health 
Card vaccine record. 

e And use the Common- 
Pass digital health app 


Card online travel qual- 

ification process before 

their flight. 
What is a smart health 
card? 
A SMART Health Card Is a 
paper or digital version of 
your clinical information, 
such as vaccination history 
or test results. They allow 
you to keep a copy of your 
records on hand and easily 
share this information with 
others if you choose. SMART 
Health Cards contain this 
information in a format that 
is secure, portable, and 
easy for entities like airlines, 
governments, and venues 
to verify. When scanned, a 
verifier can easily see that 
the information on the card 
has not been tampered 
with, making SMART Health 
Cards a safe and reliable 
way to demonstrate health 
STATUS. 
Learn more on the SMART 
Health Card website. 


Where do | get my smart 
health card? 

SMART Health Cards are 
digitally verifiable  vac- 
cination records that are 


doctor's offices, or state 

registries. 

At this time, the following 

vaccination providers pro- 

vide SMART Health Cards: 

e For those vaccinated 
at any U.S. Walmart 
oharmacy. 

e For those vaccinated 
at any U.S. Sam’s Club 
oharmacy. 

e For those vaccinated 
at any healthcare pro- 
vider in California. 

e For those vaccinated 
at any healthcare pro- 
vider in Louisiana. 


How do | show proof of 

vaccination? 

The SMART Health Card 

proof of vaccination needs 

to be presented before 
your flight to Aruba as part 
of Aruba’'s online ED Card 
travel qualification process. 

For this, you will need to 

use the CommonPass digi- 

tal health app to store your 

SMART Health Card. 

e lf the CommonPass 
app asks, use the invi- 
tation code 2ARUBA 
(starting July 14th) 

° Create a “Travel to Aru- 
ba” pass in Common- 
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Uploading your SMART 
Health Card. 
e Your minted pass will 
show a CommonPass 
ID under the QR code, 
use this when complet- 
ing your Aruba online 
ED Card process for in- 
stant vaccine verifica- 
tion. 
With your ED Card ap- 
oroved and upon arrival 
in Aruba as a vaccinated 
traveler, you'll have access 
to the airport’s convenient 
Pre-approved Health Lane, 
making your travel experi- 
ence seamless. 


For more information go to 
www.druba.com and click 


ban government, so please as part of Aruba’s ED 


provided by pharmacies, 


Pass by scanning or onhealth requirements.) 





The Centrale Bank van Aruba projects a stronger recovery of the 


Aruban economy during 2021 


ORANJESTAD — The Centrale Bank van Aruba (CBA) recently updated its 
previously published Gross Domestic Product (GDP) estimates and out- 
look for 2020 and 2021, and published its results today. The complete 
publication titled “Economic Snapshot: The current GDP outlook for Aru- 
ba, more than one year into the COVID-19 pandemic” is available on the 
CBA’s website (www.cbaruba.org). 


Following a 22.3 percent contraction in real GDP in 2020 due to the ef- 
fects of the COVID-19 pandemic, economic activity for 2021 is expect- 
ed to accelerate, based upon economic develooments and available 
data up fo and including April 2021. For 2021, real GDP is expected to 
grow by 15.5 percent under the optimistic scenario, 12.7 percent under 
the baseline scenario, and 8.2 percent under the pessimistic scenario. 
Despite this substantial increase, the level of economic activity in 2021 
will remain significantly lower than the 2019-level. 

The main driver for the 2021 envisaged significant recovery in economic 
activities is the tourism sector, which is expected to continue its path to a 
relatively strong recovery. The latter is to be driven by a firm rebound in 
U.S. travel demand, pushed up by a solid pick-up of the U.S. economy, 
strengthened by accelerated vaccination gains, and robust govern- 
ment stimulus programs. The two above-mentioned scenarios deviate 
from the baseline based upon the expected number of stay-over visitors 
in 2021 and Its impact on the export of services, benchmarked against 
the 2019-level. The optimistic scenario assumes stay-over visitors to re- 
cover to 58.0 percent of the 2019-level, the baseline 55.0 percent, and 
the pessimistic scenario 49.0 percent. It is noteworthy that tourism soend- 
ing is anticipated to surpass the 2019-level as visitors aqopear eager to 
soend, as well as incur additional costs related to COVID-19 testing and 
insurance. 


Table: Real GDP growth and its components 2019-2021 (in percent) 





Indicator 


Economic outlook (June 2021) 





| GOP a7 | («387 15.5 12.7 8.2 

Consumption “1.6 “Fat 1.0 1.0 0.8 

| Private consumption 13 “11.9 2.6 25 2.2. 
Public consumption “8.3 3.4 “2.4 “2.4 “2.4 

“Investment 0,2 20.9 “15,7 -19,2 22.6 
Private investment 1.5 21,4 14,3 17.9 21,5 

| Public investment 372 OF 54.8 54.8 54.8 
| Export 0.6 44.4 50.6 42.0 27.6 | 
“Tourism export 06 -519 70.2 59.8 41,0 

| Import 1.9 27.1 11.3 7 23 | 
Sources: CBA — 7 — 7 — 


A different unemployment rate, given the recovery of the tourism sec- 
tor, Is assumed in each scenario. These develooments in unemployment 
have a substantial impact on consumption. Particularly, the continuation 
of the Government of Aruba’s wage subsidy program Is essential in sup- 
porting employment and thereby private consumption, if the labor mar- 
ket does not recover strong enough to reach pre-COVID employment 
levels. The FASE program and the drawing down of savings also help to 
maintain a given level of private consumption. 

The cutbacks in government spending as aspired in the government's 
draft budget for 2021, as well as liquidity constraints, dampen public 
consumption and public investment. Meanwhile, private investment is 
foreseen to contract in 2021, where each scenario assumes a different 
execution pace of construction projects. LJ} 
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BINGO IS BACK! AL) FYi: RETURN OF MONDAY MADNESS 
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THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 
The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 





297 Baseball Academy signs collegiate letter of intent with two 
local baseball players 





ORANJESTAD — On July 11, 
2021 in a ceremony at Pas- 
eo Herencia 297 Baseball 
Academy officially recruits 
baseball players Jeremy 
Kelly and William de la 
Cruz by signing their colle- 
giate letter of intent to play 
baseball at NCAA Division 
Ill Framingham State Uni- 


versity in Massachusetts. 


Kelly and De la Cruz will 
be playing under Head 
Coach Sean Callahan and 
Assistant Coaches David 
Walsh and Len Ferrari. Both 
players are playing in the 
Summer Prospect League 
at Nadi Croes Crismo An- 





gela Stadium. The league 
is for players interested in 
playing college baseball. 
Games take place on Tues- 
day, Thursday, and Satur- 
day's. 


297 Baseball Academy 
owned and operated by 
Brodie Carey believes that 
young players need the 
right exposure to play at 
the next level. Their mission 
is To helo young student 
athletes reach their goals 
while providing an experi- 
ence and an opportunity 








a —— 


to grow while maximizing 


their recruiting potential. 
Therefore 297 Baseball 
Academy is giving their 


professional guidance and 
resources to match the 


need of these athlete. 


Congratulations to Jeremy 
Kelly and William de la Cruz 
with your achievement.) 





Special honoring aft the Marriott 
Ocean Club 
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PALM BEACH — Recently, Marouska 
Heyliger OF THE Aruba tourism Authority, 
had the great pleasure to honor Loyal 
and friendly visitors of Aruba as Good- 
will Ambassadors at their home away 
from home. The symbolic honorary title 
is presented on behalf of the Minister of 
Tourism, as a token of appreciation to 
the guests who visit Aruba between 10- 
20-35 and more consecutive years. 


The honorees were: 
John & Jacqueline Falconieri, residents 


of Scotch Plains New Jersey. 

This lovely couple have many reasons 
why they keep coming to their beloved 
iskand. The weather and facilities are al- 
ways perfect, the Aruban people are 
always pleasant and accommodating 
and the food selection island wide is de- 
licious & healthy. 

Marouska Heyliger thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their vacation des- 
tination and as their home away from 
home for so many years together with 
the members of Marriott Ocean Club.) 
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Aruba Rock Art 








NOORD — In the world, rock art is the ethnic heritage of 
a tribal existence and the most important visual record 
of humanity’s ancient past that, if irretrievably damaged, 
is lost forever. 








The visual impact of rock art made thousands of years 
ago is a powerful reminder of the artistic skills and so- 
ohistication of the belief systems of our ancient ances- 
tors. The term “rock art” refers to images depicted on 
immovable natural rock surfaces, such as bluff faces, 
cave walls, and large boulders. The painted images are 
called pictographs, while the pecked, carved, or incised 
images are called petroglyphs. Occasionally these tech- 
niques were combined to produce painted petroglyphs. 
Aruba has an important collection of prehistoric rock art 
sites: In Arikok we find the most beautiful rock art collec- 
tions in Aruba. 

Another interesting site is Casibari Rock formation locat- 
ed towards the center of the island north of Hooiberg. 
The rocks of this formation are composed of quartz dio- 
rite. Evidence of prehistoric rock drawings is still visible in 
the formation. 

Sirilbana site located in Santa Cruz district is the only 
known place that we can depict Petroglyoh on the 
whole island. Petroglyphs are designs that have been 
scratched, carved or chiseled on the rock surface, ex- 
posing the less weathered rock, in this case lighter col- 
ored stone, which on its part gives the expression its con- 
trast. During the course of a few decades, this site has 
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Article by Etnia Nativa 


WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience! 
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels 






become almost impossible to reach. 
This due to the less hospitable condi- 
tions that have formed in relation to 
former access routes for visitors. A very 
difficult terrain, it has become when 
going up for the less experienced 
outdoors men. Thick xerophytic veg- 
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etation has covering a great part of 
what used to be old paths use by the 
natives to climb up to these mystical 
grounds since bay gone times. 
Weburi is another very interesting 
place situated South of Piedra Plat’s 
Protestant Church. Weburi, as we 
are told stands for; boulders stand- 
ing in the blowing wind. This amazing 
site has some minor difficulties to find 
the entrance, however, once the en- 
trance Is located and one has made 
it inside the hollow rock bolder, the 
mystical drawings are all over the in- 
terior wall and can best observed. 
While efforts have been made to ed- 
ucate the general public to partici- 
pate in the conservation of our Natu- 
ral Heritage, the same unfortunately 
cannot be said of rock-art situated in 
the open-air. 

Etnia Nativa archaeological art works 
are an unique depiction of Aruba's 
Native Rock Art. Mystical expressions, 
ancestral teachings, messages from 
the past.) 





To get to know more over Aruba’s 
and its origins, its animals and culture, 
we highly recommend you to book 
your Visit for our renowned cultural en- 
counter session has been entertain- 


Ing Curious participants for decades. 


Mail us at etnianativa0Q3@gmail.com 
to confirm your participation. Our fa- 
cilities and activities take place close 
to high rise hotels. 
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As fears about climate grow, Siemens CEO sees opportunities 


By TOM KRISHER 

AP Business Writer 

DETROIT (AP) — As the world 
increasingly focuses atten- 
tion on climate change, 
Roland Busch, the CEO of 
Siemens AG, says his com- 
pany is well-positioned to 
helo manage the chal- 
lenges. 

Munich-based Siemens 
specializes in making build- 
ings, factories and railroads 
more efficient through 
digitalization and automa- 
tion. And its medical unit 
includes technology that 
could lead to faster treat- 
ments for stroke patients. 
Siemens has predicted 
5% to 7% annual revenue 
growth for the next three 
to five years, based largely 
on its expectation that de- 
mand for its products in- 
volved in energy efficiency 
will steadily increase. Sie- 
mens’ stock is Up roughly 
14% this year. And 13 of 21 
industry analysts who follow 
it give the company a buy 
rating, according to Fact- 
set. 

Busch, who became CEO 
in February, has been with 
Siemens for more than a 
quarter-century. 

The Associated Press sooke 
recently with him about 
energy savings, manufac- 
turing efficiencies, medical 
imaging and the the future 
of rail travel. The interview 
was edited for clarity and 
length. 

Q: The United States and 
other countries are empha- 
sizing efficient buildings as 
one way to fight climate 
change. Is that what's fu- 
eling much of your growth 
oredictions? 

A: We talked about our 
core markets, 440 billion 
euros, growing 4% or 5%. 
These are already markets 
driven by sustainability as 
well as automation and 
digitalization, which is, | 
think, where all the stimulus 
money goes. Why would 
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you invest in old stuff when 
you really can stimulate the 
new? 


ei 


This photo provided by Siemens shows Siemens CE 


ceutical. We helo them 


bring the vaccinations to 
market in shorter time, but 
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Siemens shows Siemens CEO Roland Busch. 


Your new administration 
has clear targets to expand 
or defend technology 
leadership against others, 
eventually China. We can 
contribute. We have very 
strong software business in 
the United States. A very 
strong footprint in building 
technologies. 

Q: How would a consumer 
benefit from factory auto- 
mation? 

A: Let me start with the au- 
tomotive industry. If you 
are building a combustion 
engine and a hybrid-elec- 
tric battery vehicle at the 
same factory, you have to 
manage all the variants as 
oroducts are personalized. 
We help with either the 
software of the automation 
or the personalization (with 
many combinations of op- 
tions). 

A second example is what 
we do in terms of pharma- 


LIKE US ON 


also ramp up faster. A new 
mutant comes, a new kind 
of vaccination is needed, 
to make it fast. 

One day you produce a 
vaccination for COVID, 
another one for whatever 
kind of disease you want to 
fight. 

Q: How does Siemens help 
make vaccines faster? 

A: You create a digital twin 
of your products. You’re 
simulating what your prod- 
Ucts look like. GSK Is a phar- 
maceutical company that 
provides raw material to 
vaccination providers. They 
have to do a lot of tests 
and different mixes. We 
simulated that with them, 
so they could really shorten 
time to market by 20% or 
even more. 

We make a different twin 
of your manufacturing and 
look at how to get rid of bot- 
tlenecks in assembly lines, 





how to automate manv- 
facturing. Once you simu- 
late if, you don’t need to 


O Roland Busch. This photo provided by 
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try it and change it again. 
You do it right the first time, 
wrap up your manufactur- 
Ing fast. 

Q: How does Siemens make 
a building more efficient? 
A: Something like 70 per- 
cent of the energy con- 
sumption Is still in buildings. 
Heat goes through the 
roof. If you cover your roof 
oroperly, most of the job is 
done. You have automa- 
tion technology, which is 
using every device that you 
have in a smarter way. 

The next big thing is the de- 
centralized energy system. 
You combine it with roof- 
top photovoltaic (solar 
cells), eventually a (natu- 
ral) gas engine, which pro- 
vides energy for a campus 
with a lower energy foot- 
orint. Battery storage, fit- 
ting the whole thing with 
renewables. It’s meaning- 
less to cool a building if 
there’s nobody in it. We 
have a software company 
which is managing build- 
ings. You just gear it for the 
needs of the people who 
are currently in the room or 
who are going fo be in the 
room. 

Q: You make high-speed 
rail and transit system rail 
cars. Do you see growth, 


given decreased mass 
transit ridershio due to the 
coronavirus? 

A: Operators who run pub- 
lic transport see this whole 
thing coming back as life 
gets normal. It’s a problem 
currently but that will fade 
away. 

Any large city without pub- 
lic transport, it will not func- 
tion. We discussed whether 
we would put money into 
the next generation of high- 
speed trains. We have pro- 
totypes running. This may 
be one of the finest trains 
Siemens has ever built. It 
runs about 300 kilometers 
(186 mph) an hour. It has 
the highest efficiency. 

It has an aerodynamic pro- 
file. It works with different 
propulsion systems, Is light- 
weight. Eventually you will 
see less and less national 
cities connected by flights. 
Wherever you have a good 
one-to-one connection 
with a high speed train, you 
can eliminate flights totally. 
We have a good business, 
globally. | do believe that 
has a good future. 

Q: You've said you can 
use medical imaging to 
cut stroke treatment costs 
in half. How would you do 
that¢ 

A: There are some cities 
where if you have a stroke, 
you're better off. A person 
has a stroke, so an ambu- 
lance comes, brings you to 
a hospital. You get a scan. 
Then you need a specialist 
for surgery. 

Very often the person 
doesn't sit at the hospital 
closest to where the person 
has a stroke. So you either 
out the person in a helicop- 
ter or you fly the surgeon to 
the hospital. This takes an- 
other half an hour, hour. 

If every second counts, 
that’s a problem. A startup 
we acquired is doing high- 
precision surgery by joy- 
STICK. 

One hundred miles apart, 
you have the best surgeon 
working with good equip- 
ment, which also ensures 
that you have a very preci- 
sion movement. 

That cuts the time substan- 
tially. | think they are work- 
ing on getting an approval 
for some of the procedures. 
It will take a couple of 
years.) 
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CROSSWORD 


By THOMAS JOSEPH 
ACROSS 4? Suit 
1 Frugal material 
fallow 43 Attendance 
6 Scout count 
setilernents 
11 Aunts DOWN 
Spouse 1 Under- 
12 Dote on stated 
13Kilchen 9 Salt plolels SIEIEIR = 
appliance contained Yesterday's answer 
15 Finish 3 Alot 14 Bus. sch. 28 Enormous 
16 Tea cooler 4 High trains course 30 Honking 
17 Mendes of § Stops 19Quakers  — birds 
ve working pronoun 31 Walks 
18 Ruin 6§Musics 22Squirel's inthe 
20 Ready 10 agarigh cache woods 
go = Commo. 23Spots 32 Singer 
21 Hooster's tion 24 Smelters Cara 
™ dl STakesup need  33Divides 
squared residence 25 Triesto 38 Pear- 
23 Seedy 9 stop gat shaped 
ape 10 Law- 26 Lette r fruit | 
o6 Searches MAKING guessing 39 Previous- 
2? Pennsyl : ec ee ? 
vanla port ane 
26 Gowler or pope a 
boater 
29 Sock 
part 
30 Amed 
helicopter 
34 Pont units 
35 Easter 
find 
36 Lyricist 
Gershwin 
af Kiichen 
appliance 
40 Deux 
follower 
41 Deal 
maker 
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In this Sept. 26, 2018, file photo, ravided by. the National Park Serice.A a 4-year- -old femole: gray 
wolf emerges from her cage as it is released at Isle Royale National Park in Michigan. 


Associated Press 


Scientists: Pup births hopeful sign 
for Isle Royale wolves 


By JOHN FLESHER 

AP Environmental Writer 

TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. (AP) — Wolf pups 
have been spotted again on Isle Royale, 
a hopeful sign in the effort to rebuild the 
oredator species’ population at the U.S. 
national park, scientists said Monday. 

It's unknown how many gray wolves roam 
the island chain in northwestern Lake Su- 
perior. The Coronavirus pandemic forced 
cancellation of the census that Michigan 
Technological University experts had con- 
ducted each winter for 63 years. 

Remote cameras detected four pups on 
the park’s eastern end in January, the re- 
searchers said in a new report. The sight- 
ings, and additional clues such as previ- 
ously observed scats and tracks, suggest 
that two litters were born in the area last 
year and perhaps another on the western 
side. 

Park officials said last fall that at least two 
oups likely were born in 2019. 

The population was 12 to 14 during the last 
Michigan Tech survey in winter 2020. The 
latest births would indicate it is higher now, 
but some older wolves may have died. 

“It most likely will be winter of next year be- 
fore we have firm information,” said Sarah 
Hoy, aresearch assistant professor and an- 
imal ecologist, adding that the presence 
of young wolves is reason for optimism. 
“Things are definitely looking up.” 
Scientists with Michigan Tech, the National 
Park Service and State University of New 
York will combine available information 
with genetic analyses to produce a popu- 
lation estimate based on death rates and 
numbers of litters. 

An initial data summary should be finished 
this month, said Mark Romanski, a biologist 
and natural resources program manager 
at Isle Royale. 

“Because of constraints placed on field 


activities during the pandemic, we are es- 
pecially pleased to have multiple lines of 
evidence to enumerate the population,” 
he said. 

Wolves are believed to have migrated to 
Isle Royale from Minnesota or the Cana- 
dian province of Ontario around the mid- 
dle of the 20th century, crossing about 15 
miles (24 kilometers) over the frozen lake 
surface. 

Once established, they began feasting on 
the park’s abundant moose and helped 
keep the herd from outgrowing its food 
supply. But wolf numbers plummeted in 
the past decade, which scientists blamed 
primarily on inbreeding. 

The National Park Service announced 
plans in 2018 to restore the population, 
which had fallen to two. Crews took 19 
wolves from Minnesota, Ontario and Mich- 
igan’s Upper Peninsula to the island in a 
series of airlifts. Some have died and at 
least one wandered back to the mainland 
but most appear to be sefiling in. 

“They’re killing moose, starting to function 
as they should,” Hoy said. 

The goal is to have 20-30 wolves within 
three to five years. Officials haven't decid- 
ed whether to bring more in, park spokes- 
woman Liz Valencia said. 

“A healthy park ecosystem includes a va- 
riety of wildlife and abundant food sourc- 
es,” said Christine Goepfert, Midwest asso- 
ciate director for the National Parks Con- 
servation Association. “As wolves bounce 
back after nearly disappearing from the 
park, their presence as a predator on the 
island will help all wildlife and native plants 
thrive at Isle Royale.” 

The wolves’ decline fueled a moose boom 
between 2012 and 2019, when the popu- 
lation may have reached 2,000 before 
dropping to 1,876 last year. It appears to 
have fallen further since, the report said.) 
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Time - Share Owners 

Do you want to sell your week ? 
Contact HTTA 36 years doing 
honest 

Business , 

* Apprasail Report 

* No listing fees 

* Handle all legal documents 
Call :011-297-6301307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Islands 

1 Bedroom WK # 25 

Room # 2547 

1 Bedroom WK # 26 and 27 

# 2520 

Price : WK 25 $ 6K WK 26 and 
27 $5K each , 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Islands 

1 Bedroom WK # 27 

Room # 2524 

1 Bedroom WK # 30 

Room # 2147 

Price : WK # 27 $ 5K WK # 30 
$6 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 

Private Islands 

1 Bedroom WK # 29 and 30 
Room # 2508 

1 Bedroom WK # 31 Room # 
2330 

Price :$ 5 K each 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Suites 
Private Islands 

1 Bedroom WK # 31 and 32 
Room # 2111 and 2115 
Price : $ 6 K each 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Eagle Resort 

Eagle Beach 

1 Bedroom Week # 27 and 28 
Room # 2530 , Friday check in 
First year usage 2021 

Price : $9 K both weeks 
Call:011-297-630-1307 


Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

WK # 29 , 31 and 32 

Room # 4021 Pool / Ocean 
View 

Price : $8500 each 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean and Surf Club 
Gold Season 

1 Bedroom Ocean View $ 6K 

2 Bedroom Ocean View $ 8K 

2 Bedroom GardenView $7K 

2 Bedroom Ocean View $8K 

3 Bedroom Ocean View $13K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 

Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

3 Bedroom , 3 1/2 Bath 

3 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

Fully Furnish, Ground Floor 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Oasis 

Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

oth floor fully furnished 
Price : $ 650 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Time Share Resales + Realty@ 





Condo Sunset Residence 
Eagle Beach 

2 Bedroom , 2 Bath 

3rd floor fully furnished 
Price : $ 380 K 

Call : 011-297 -630 -1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Tierra Del Sol 
Colf Course 

3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath 
Fully Furshed with Garage 
Price :$ 450 K 

4 Bedroom , 3 Bath 

Fully furnished with pool 
Price : $700 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
| * All inventory available 


Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
For more info call:(297) 630-1307 

johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 
also visit(new): 


www.halleyadventures.com 
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aa HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 
Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Del Pueblo Tel. 588 7364 
San Nicolas: 

Aloe Tel. 584 4606 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
527 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Jojeje)ié 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Oliver Stone revisits JFK assassination in new documentary 


By JAKE COYLE 

AP Film Writer 

CANNES, France (AP) — 
Thirty years after “JFK,” Oli- 
ver Stone has returned to 
the assassination of John 
F. Kennedy, this time in a 
documentary. 

“JFK Revisited: Through the 
Looking Glass” is a kind of 
non-fiction addendum to 
one of Stone’s most sen- 
sational and controversial 
films. The documentary, 
which is to premiere Mon- 
day at the Cannes Film 
Festival, is likely to prompt 
another round of debate 
on both the American 
tragedy and Stone's meth- 
ods. But for the 74-year-old 
filmmaker, it was a way to 
answer his critics and go 
deeper into a history he’s 
forever linked with."l was a 
relative novice when that 
film came out. | was naive. 
| didn’t know that l’d get 
banged like this and it was 
hard,” Stone said in an in- 
terview. “It became as if | 
was untrustworthy. In Holly- 
wood, | became labeled a 
‘conspiracy theorist’ which 
| think is a term from a 1952 
CIA document an attempt 
to discredit people. But 
people liked the movie. As 
a movie-movie, it worked.” 
“JFK” was nominated 
for eight Oscars, includ- 
ing best picture, and won 
two. If grossed more than 
$200 million. But if was also 
surrounded by questions 
about its factuality. “JFK 
Revisited” has doubts at- 
tached fo if, too. Several 
streaming services passed 
on distributing the film in 
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Oliver Stone poses for portrait photographs for the film ‘JFK Revisited: Through the Looking Glass’, 
at the 74th international film festival, Cannes, southern France, Sunday, July 11, 2021. 


part over their fact checks. 
In Cannes, the film has set 
Up international releases 
in several countries and Is 
seeking a U.S. distributor. 
The documentary, which 
has been edited down to 
around two hours after be- 
ing twice that, makes no 
declarations about who 
killed Kennedy. If pulls in 
part from millions of gov- 
ernment files that have 
been released in the years 
since “JFK.” In 2017, Presi- 
dent Donald Trump de- 
layed the release of more 
documeryss, citing national 
security. 

“JFK Revisited” delves 
deeply into inconsistencies 
in Kennedy's autopsy, the 
handling of key pieces of 
evidence and Lee Harvey 


Oswald’s alleged ties to 
the CIA. And its deepest 
suspicions not unlike “JFK” 
lie in the U.S. intelligence 
Services. 

“| feel the most important 
is why President Kennedy 
was killed,” said Stone. 
“We answered with our evi- 
dence that he was going 
to withdraw from Vietnam. 
The detente with Cuba 
was In motion. The nuclear 
test ban treaty had been 
signed. He was looking for 
a detente with Russia. He 
was an anti-colonialist.” 
Stone, whose films include 
“Platoon” and “Born on 
the Fourth of July,” himself 
fought in Vietnam. 

“| went in as a hawk. | be- 
lieved we were doing the 
right thing,” he said. “Even 


Nickelodeon celebrates ‘Blue’s Clues’ 





This undated image released by Nickelodeon shows Joshua 
Dela Cruz who stars in the reboot of the preschool TV show 
“Blue’s Clues,” called “Blue’s Clues & You!” 


Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Nickel- 
odeon says it is making a 
new movie featuring stars 
of “Blues Clues & You!” 
to celebrate the 25th an- 
niversary of the original 
show that was a mainstay 
of the network for several 
years. 

The movie, which will start 
production this summer, 
follows Josh and Blue as 
they travel to New York 
Cily s16 SQUGIIChe 16K 
Broadway musical. 

It’s not clear when It will be 


Associated Press 


when | came out of Viet- 
nam, | was not an activist. 
It takes years to reeducate 
yourself. And | found out 
more and more. By the 
time | made (“JFK”), | didn’t 
know what | know now. 
The history of this country 
is screwed up. We haven't 
told it.” 

In films like 
“Nixon” and 
has charted through his 
own provocative _ lens 
much of the last 50 years 
of American history in mov- 
ies that gave politically 
charged figures splashy 
big-screen portraits. But his 
relationship with both Holly- 
wood and Washington has 
declined in more recent 
years. His last fiction film was 
2016’s “Snowden,” a bi- 


“Wall Street,” 
“W.,” Stone 


ready, a spokeswoman 
said Monday. 
Nickelodeon has several 
other activities planned 
to mark the Sept. 8, 1996, 
premiere of the origi- 
nal “Blue’s Clues,” which 
aired six seasons’ worth 
of originals.The celebra- 
tion includes a music vid- 
eo featuring current star 
Josh Dela Cruz and former 
“Blue’s Clues” hosts Steve 
Burns and Donovan Pat- 
Kolar 

Some original episodes 
of “Blue’s Clues” can be 


opic that depicted Edward 
Snowden as an American 
hero. If was painstaking to 
get funded and little no- 
ticed on release. 

“It kind of broke my spirit,” 
said Stone. 

His skepticism for Ameri- 
can democracy has only 
increased. “A plutocracy 
is more accurate,” he said, 
citing the influence of mon- 
ey in elections. “Democra- 
cy Is a strange word. It’s in 
question.” 

At the same time, Stone has 
been drawn to meeting 
and documenting some 
of the world’s dictators 
and strongmen. Stone in- 
terviewed Russia's Vladimir 
Putin at length for a Show- 
time series that was criti- 
cized as fawning. He has 
done interviews with Fidel 
Castro, Hugo Chavez and 
Stone is currently prepping 
a series with the former Ka- 
zakhstan leader Nursulfan 
Nazarbayev. 

“Balance of power is the 
only way this world can be 
free of one control, one ty- 
rant. That’s the real tyrant. 
America.” 

“I'm not a bad guy,” Stone 
added. “And | don’t love 
dictators.” 

As for Stone’s relationship 
to Hollywood, he said he 
tries not to think about too 
much. “I just try fo keep go- 
ing,” Stone said. In Cannes, 
he also screened a direc- 
tor’'s cut of “JFK.” But when 
he considers the kinds of 
movies that get made to- 
day in the U.S., he sees little 
political inquiry or interna- 
tional perspective. L) 


anniversary with movie 


seen on the Paramount+ 
streaming service and, 
per Monday's announce- 
ment, more will be made 
available to coincide with 
the anniversary. 

The show was rebooted as 
“Blue’s Clues & You” and 
is Currently in tts second 
season. 

“Blues Clues & You” will 
have a special, “It’s YOUR 
birthday” episode on Sept. 
17, which will allow young 
viewers to celebrate their 
own birthdays.) 
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Giannis the Great: Bucks star making his mark in NBA Finals 


By BRIAN MAHONEY 

AP Basketball Writer 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Giannis 
Antetokounmpo shook his 
head, unwilling to place 
himself in the class of the 
only player with a longer 
streak of 40-point games in 
an NBA Finals. 

“lm not Michael Jordan,” 
Antetokounmpo said. 

No, but he’s exactly the 
player the Milwaukee Bucks 
need if they are going to 
win their first title in 50 years. 
They can tie the series 
against the Phoenix Suns in 
Game 4 on Wednesday. 
With 42 and 41 points in his 
last two games, Antetok- 
ounmpo has joined LeBron 
James, Shaquille O'Neal, 
Jerry West and Rick Barry as 
players to have two straight 
A0-point outings in the NBA 
Finals. 

That’s halfway to Jordan, 
who did it four consecutive 
times in 1993 against Phoe- 
nix. “I’m not Michael Jor- 
dan,” Antetokounmpo re- 
peated. “But you know, all 
| care about right now, it’s 
getting one more, that’s all. 
Just take care of business, 
doing our job.” When Ante- 
tokounmpo returned from 
a knee injury with 20 points 
and 17 rebounds in Game 
1 of the series, he delivered 
good numbers. 

Butthe 6-foot-11,250-pound 
Antetokounmpo will always 
collect stats. With his long 
arms and longer strides, he 
can easily get himself near 





Milwaukee Bucks forward Giannis Antetokounmpo reacts to a basket against the Phoenix Suns 
during the first half of Game 3 of basketball’s NBA Finals in Milwaukee, Sunday, July 11, 2021. 


enough to the basket to 
snatch a rebound or drop 
in a bucket. Good numbers 
don’t mean if was a great 
game.Perhaps still Uncer- 
tain of the knee or just re- 
adjusting to teammates 
who had played well with- 
out him, Antetokounmpo 
didn't seize the moment 
the way the Bucks need. 
He took only 11 shots fewer 
than three teammates. 

The last two games were 
the Greek Freak these NBA 
Finals demand. 

He had 42 points and 12 
rebounds in Game 2, then 
41 points, 13 rebounds and 
six assists as the Bucks finally 


got on the board in Game 
3 with a 120-100 victory. 
The two-time MVP needs to 
Stay in it. 

Attacking the paint as he 
did in Game 3 presents 
problems for which the 
Suns may not have the an- 
swers. He heloed send De- 
andre Ayton to the bench 
in foul trouble after the 
center had Phoenix lead- 
ing into early in the second 
quarter. And he created 
open shooting space for 
Jrue Holiday and Khris Mid- 
dleton to get some clean 
looks after both struggled 
in Game 2. 


Antetokounmpo largely 
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kept that game from turn- 
ing into a blowout by him- 
self. With his teammates 
supporting him better in 
Milwaukee, it was the Bucks 
who won big. 

“When guys make shots, it 
just makes if tough on the 
opposing team because 
now he's really just playing 
1-on-1, and good luck with 
that,” teammate Bobby 
Portis said. 

The Suns don’t have a lot 
of size outside of Ayton, 
but sometimes Antetok- 
ounmpo helps his oppo- 
nents by settling for jumpers 
that remain a weaker part 
of his portfolio. 


From his very first basket of 
Game 3, when he jumped 
over a defender to grab a 
rebound that he put back 
while being fouled, he 
made it clear he was going 
to keep going to the rim. 
When the Suns stopped 
him by fouling, he made 
them pay by making 13 of 
17. “He's physical. When 
he gets downhill, gets to 
the basket, gets to the free 
throw line, if encourages 
him to keep going. And he 
was hitting his free throws ... 
and that just kind of opens 
Up his whole game,” Suns 
reserve Cam Johnson said. 
“So it’s on us to stop him, 
give him more resistance.” 
Nobody knew what An- 
tetokounmpo- could - still 
do when he went down 
in Game 4 of the Eastern 
Conference finals against 
Aflanta with a hyperex- 
tended left knee. Even if he 
could come back = and it 
wasn't clear he would until 
shortly before tipoff of the 
finals opener it was hard 
to imagine he could deliver 
the type of historic perfor- 
mances he has. 

“| don’t even now how he’s 
even doing it, man,” Por- 
tis said. “Most of the time 
when guys do that, they 
come back and ease into 
it, or they come back and 
they’re kind of timid and 
whatnot. He’s still just going 
out there and playing the 
same way like he never did 
that.” L) 


Manny Pacquiao announces Aug. 21 fight with Errol Spence Jr 


LOS ANGELES (AP) 
Manny 


Errol Spence Jr. formally 


Pacquiao and announced Sunday that 





Manny Pacquiao, left, and Errol Spence Jr., pose for a photo 
at a news conference at the Fox Studios lot in Los Angeles 
ahead of their upcoming boxing match, taking place in Las 
Vegas on Aug. 21, in Los Angeles Sunday, July 11, 2021. 
Associated Press 


they will fight Aug. 21 in 
Qa bout pitting an eight- 
division world champion 
against one of the sport’s 
most dominant current 
champions. 

Pacquiao (62-7-2, 39 KOs) 
and Spence (27-0, 21 KOs) 
will fight for Soence’s WBC 
and IBF welterweight titles 
when they meet at T-Mo- 
bile Arena in Las Vegas. 
The 42-year-old Pacquiao 
is a senator in his native 
Philiopines. He ~~ hasn't 
fought since July 2019, 
when he beat Keith Thur- 
man by split decision for 
his third consecutive vic- 
tory.At a news conference 
in Los Angeles, Pacquiao 
admitted he is taking a 


significant risk in return- 
iNg against one of the top 
active fighters in boxing. 
Pacquiao said he could 
have picked “a much eas- 
ier fignt compared to Errol 
Spence” for his comeback 
bout, but chose to take on 
the unbeaten 147-pound 
champion “because | 
want to give a good fight 
to the fans. | want a real 
fight.” 

The 31-year-old Spence 
will be in the ring for only 
the second time since Oc- 
tober 2019, when he sur- 
vived a single-car crash 
In which he was ejected 
from his Ferrari 488 Spider. 
Spence was convicted of 
driving while intoxicated, 


but received no jail time. 
He returned last Decem- 
berin his native Dallas area 
with a unanimous decision 
over Danny Garcia. 
Pacquiao has been 
stopped just once since 
1999, but Soence said he 
won't enter the ring look- 
ing for a_ highlight-reel 
knockout. Spence is 3 1/2 
inches taller than Pac- 
quiao, and his frame was 
significantly larger during 
their ceremonial faceoff. 
“| definitely have the abil- 
ity to finish him,” Soence 
said. “But for me, it’s about 
winning the fight.” 

The pay-per-view event 
will be telecast by Fox 
Sports.) 
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Ohtani is AL starting pitcher, bats leadoff in All-Star Game 


By RONALD BLUM 

AP Baseball Writer 

DENVER (AP) — _ Shohei 
Ohtani will be the American 
League's starting pitcher in 
Tuesday’s night’s All-Star 
Game and will bat lead- 
off, too, as the designated 
hitter in another landmark 
for the two-way Japanese 
sensation. 

A 27-year-old in his fourth 
major league season with 
the Los Angeles Angels, 
Ohtani is the first two-way 
starter in the history of the 
All-Star Game, which be- 
gan in 1933. 

“| was actually not ex- 
pecting to be chosen as a 
pitcher at all,” Ohtani said 
Monday through a transla- 
tor. “It’s a huge honor and 
I'm going to try my best.” 
Ohtani has generated 
huge buzz across baseball 
for his exploits at the plate 
and on the mound. He 
leads the majors with 33 
home runs and is 4-1 with a 
3.49 ERA in 13 starts. 

“This is what the fans want 
to see. It’s personally what 
| wanted to see,” said AL 
manager Kevin Cash of 
Tampa Bay. 

Max Scherzer of the Wash- 
ington Nationals will be the 
starting pitcher for the Na- 
tional League in the game 
at Coors Field. 

Ohtani was elected to start 
at DH by fans and was vot- 
ed to the AL pitching staff 
by fellow players. He's hit- 
ting .279 with 7O RBIs, trail- 
ing only Toronto's Vladimir 
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Los hageles pagele designated hitter Shohei Ohtani (17, left, drops hit bat after hitting a home 
run during the third inning of a baseball game against the Baltimore Orioles Friday, July 2, 2021, in 
Anaheim; and Washington Nationals starting pitcher Max Scherzer, right, throws a pitch to the Los 
Angeles Dodgers during the first inning of a baseball game, Friday, July 2, 2021, in Washington. 


Guerrero Jr. (73) and Bos- 
ton’s Rafael Devers (72). 
On the mound, Ohtani has 
struck Out 87 and walked 
35 in 67 innings. His fastball 
averages 93.8 mph, essen- 
tially the same as the 93.7 
mph exit velocity of balls off 
his bat, topos among quali- 
fied major league batters. 
Ohtani is the most accom- 
plished two-way — player 
since Babe Ruth, who last 
pitched regularly in 1919. 
Fans were to see him in ac- 
tion starting Monday night 
in the Home Run Derby. 
Ohtani will become the 
second Japanese pitcher 


to start an All-Star game af- 
ter Hideo Nomo in 1995 and 
the third Asian. Hyun Jin 
Ryu of South Korea started 
in 2019. A rules change this 
year for the All-Star Game 
will allow Ohtani, listed as 
a DH, to be treated as two 
individual players and re- 
main as a hitter when he Is 
removed as a pitcher. 

Guerrero will bat second 
and play first base for 
the AL, followed by Bos- 
ton shortstop Xander Bo- 
gaerts, New York Yankees 
right fielder Aaron Judge, 
Devers at third, Toronto 
second baseman Marcus 
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Semien, Kansas City catch- 
er Salvador Pérez, Blue Jays 
left fielder Teoscar Hernan- 
dez and Baltimore center 
fielder Cedric Mullins. 

NL manager Dave Roberts 
of the Los Angeles Dodg- 
ers has San Diego shortstop 
Fernando Tatis Jr. leading 
off, followed by the Dodg- 
ers’ Max Muncy at desig- 
nated hitter, St. Louis third 
baseman Nolan Arenado, 
Atlanta first baseman Fred- 
die Freeman, Cincinnati 
right fielder Nick Castella- 
nos, Reds left fielder Jesse 
Winker, Philadelphia catch- 
er J.T. Realmuto and Pitts- 
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burgh second baseman 
Adam Frazier. 

Scherzer will make his fourth 
All-Star start, matching Jim 
Palmer and Randy Johnson 
for second-most behind 
five each by Robin Roberts, 
Lefty Gomez and Don Dry- 
sdale.Scherzer started the 
2013 All-Star Game for the 
AL while with Detroit, and 
the 2017 and 2018 All-Star 
Games while with Washing- 
ton. An eight-time All-Star 
and three-time Cy Young 
Award winner, he is 7-4 with 
a 2.66 ERA this season with 
134 strikeouts and 22 walks 
IN 98 Innings. 

The All-Star Game returns 
this year after the cancel- 
lation of the 2020 event 
at Dodger Stadium in Los 
Angeles due to the coro- 
navirus pandemic, which 
delayed opening day until 
July 23. 

This year's game was 
scheduled for Atlanta's Tru- 
ist Park, but baseball Com- 
missioner Rob Manfred 
Manfred announced April 
2 that the event would be 
moved because of Geor- 
gia’'s new election law, 
which critics say will nega- 
tively affect communities 
of color. 

Four days later, Manfred 
said this year’s game would 
be played at Coors Field, 
which held its only previous 
All-Star Game in 1998. 
Because of last year’s can- 
cellation, Dodger Stadi- 
um will host the All-Stars in 
2022.\_) 


Novak Djokovic ‘50-50’ on whether to play = Tokyo Olympics 


By MATTIAS KAREN 
Associated Press 
WIMBLEDON, England (AP) 
— Even with a chance 
to complete a so-called 
“Golden Slam,” Novak 
Djokovic isn’t sure he'll be 
playing at the Tokyo Olym- 
pics. The lack of fans and 
the tight coronavirus re- 
Sstrictions in Tokyo means 
Djokovic remains on the 
fence about traveling to 
élorsiay 

“TIL have to think about 
it,” Djokovic said after win- 
ning Wimbledon on Sun- 
day. “My plan was always 
to go to Olympic Games. 
But right now I’m a little bit 
divided. It’s kind of 50-50 


because of what | heard in 
the last couple days.” 

That includes the news that 
there won't be fans in the 
stands. And that the fight 
restrictions will mean he 
can only bring a limited 
number of people as part 
of his personal team. 


“That was really disap- 
pointing to hear,” Djokovic 
said. 


Rafael Nadal has already 
said he will not be playing 
in Tokyo, while Roger Fe- 
derer has not yet made a 
decision. 

The top-ranked Djokovic 
beat Matteo Berrettini in 
four sets to earn his third 
Straight Grand Slam title 


after the Australian Open 
and French Open and re- 
cord-equaling 20th in total. 
If he wins in Tokyo and at 
the U.S. Open, he'd be the 
first male tennis player to 
complete a “Golden Slam” 
all four Grand Slam tourna- 
ments and the Olympics in 
the same calendar year. 
Steffi Graf is the only wom- 
an to have done ft, in 1988. 
Rod Laver was the last man 
to win all four Grand Slams 
in the same calendar year, 
hal ex 

Goran lvanisevic, who is on 
Djokovic’s coaching team, 
would like to see the Serb 
add his name to the list. ) 
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Novak Djokovic attends a press conference after winning the 
men’s final against Italy’s Matteo Berrettini at the Wimbledon 
Tennis Championships in London, Sunday, July 11, 2021. 
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